Your Home...Tips and trends ...

WALK ON WOOD

Hardwood flooring is one of the most
sought-after features in new and
existing homes. This eco-friendly
feature can turn your home into a
warm and inviting space to relax and
entertain. Selecting the right flooring
can be a challenge, however,
depending on your design style,
budget and personal preference.
Before choosing a wood floor for your
home, here are a few things to keep in
mind, courtesy of the National Wood
Flooring Association:

There are two basic types of wood
flooring. Solid wood flooring can be
sanded and refinished many times and

can be used in all rooms, including
kitchens and powder rooms.
Engineered wood is manufactured
with multiple layers of wood veneers,
so it expands and contracts less than
solid wood flooring when
temperatures and humidity fluctuate.
Engineered wood is a better
alternative for basements and other
below-ground living areas.

Hardwood floors come in different
finishes. Satin gloss offers the most
shine and reflects the most light, so
scratches and normal wear and tear
are less noticeable, while matte
finishes offer the least shine.

Light woods like ash or maple help
make a room appear more open and
airy, while darker woods like walnut or
mahogany can give a room a more
stately and refined appearance.

To keep floors looking new, clean them
frequently using a dust mop or
vacuum. Avoid using a wet mop as
water can dull the finish or damage
the wood over time. To prevent
scratches, place scatter rugs at all
entrances and floor protector pads on
the bottom of furniture legs.

When spills occur, wipe them
immediately with a dry or slightly
damp cloth. When floors begin to look
dull, use a wood flooring cleaner to
renew the luster. Use only products
that are compatible with your wood
floor type. The wrong cleaning product
can damage the finish and possibly
the wood itself.

With these simple tips in mind,
hardwood floors can provide comfort
and enjoyment for many years.
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